[Gas gangrene with ulcerative colitis under immunosuppressive therapy: report of a case].
We report on a 30-year-old male with ulcerative colitis who developed a spontaneous gas gangrene in the right limb, the gluteal muscles and the retroperitoneal region under immunosuppressive therapy. In spite of immediate aggressive surgical and antibiotic therapy the massive infection led to septicemia and ultimately death. Clostridium septicum was identified with multiple local manifestations in the skeletal muscles. Gas gangrene is extremely rare in patients with ulcerative colitis or Crohn's disease and immunosuppression. The therapeutic options are discussed and the relevant present literature is reviewed.